On the Goodness of Creation
Augustine

1. God as Supreme Good
The highest good, than which there is no higher, is God, and consequently He is unchangeable
good, hence truly eternal and truly immortal. All other good things are only from Him, not
of Him. For what is of Him, is Himself. And consequently if He alone is unchangeable, all
things that He has made, because He has made them out of nothing, are changeable. For He
is so omnipotent, that even out of nothing, that is out of what is absolutely non-existent, He
is able to make good things both great and small, both celestial and terrestrial, both spiritual
and corporeal. But because He is also just, He has not put those things that He has made out of
nothing on an equality with that which He begat out of Himself.
Because, therefore, no good things whether great or small, through whatever gradations of
things, can exist except from God; but since every nature, so far as it is nature, is good, it follows
that no nature can exist save from the most high and true God: because all things even not in the
highest degree good, but related to the highest good, and again, because all good things, even
those of most recent origin, which are far from the highest good, can have their existence only
from the highest good. Therefore every spirit, though subject to change, and every corporeal
entity, is from God, and all this, having been made, is nature. For every nature is either spirit or
body. Unchangeable spirit is God, changeable spirit, having been made, is nature, but is better
than body; but body is not spirit, unless when the wind, because it is invisible to us and yet its
power is felt as something not inconsiderable, is in a certain sense called spirit.
3. Measure, Form, and Order
For we Catholic Christians worship God, from whom are all good things whether great or small;
from whom is all measure great or small; from whom is all form great or small; from whom
is all order great or small. For all things in proportion as they are better measured, formed,
and ordered, are assuredly good in a higher degree; but in proportion as they are measured,
formed, and ordered in an inferior degree, are they the less good. These three things, therefore,
measure, form, and order,--not to speak of innumerable other things that are shown to pertain
to these three,-these three things, therefore, measure, form, order, are as it were generic goods
in things made by God, whether in spirit or in body. God is, therefore, above every measure
of the creature, above every form, above every order, nor is He above by local spaces, but by
ineffable and singular potency, from whom is every measure, every form, every order. These
three things, where they are great, are great goods, where they are small, are small goods;
where they are absent, there is no good. And again where these things are great, there are great
natures, where they are small, there are small natures, where they are absent, there is no nature.
Therefore all nature is good.
4. Evil is Corruption of Measure, Form, or Order.
When accordingly it is inquired, whence is evil, it must first be inquired, what is evil, which
is nothing else than corruption, either of the measure, or the form, or the order, that belong to
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nature. Nature therefore which has been corrupted, is called evil, for assuredly when incorrupt
it is good; but even when corrupt, so far as it is nature it is good, so far as it is corrupted it is
evil.
6. God Alone as Uncorrupt
But if corruption take away all measure, all form, all order from corruptible things, no nature
will remain. And consequently every nature which cannot be corrupted is the highest good, as
is God. But every nature that can be corrupted is also itself some good; for corruption cannot
injure it, except by taking away from or diminishing that which is good.
12. All Good Things are from God Alone.
All these things are so perspicuous, so assured, that if they who introduce another nature
which God did not make, were willing to give attention, they would not be filled with so great
blasphemies, as that they should place so great good things in supreme evil, and so great evil
things in God. For what the truth compels them to acknowledge, namely, that all good things
are from God alone, suffices for their correction, if they were willing to give heed, as I said
above. Not, therefore, are great good things from one, and small good things from another; but
good things great and small are from the supremely good alone, which is God.
13. Individual are from God.
Let us, therefore, bring before our minds good things however great, which it is fitting that
we attribute to God as their author, and these having been eliminated let us see whether any
nature will remain. All life both great and small, all power great and small, all safety great and
small, all memory great and small, all virtue great and small, all intellect great and small, all
tranquility great and small, all plenty great and small, all sensation great and small, all light
great and small, all suavity great and small, all measure great and small, all beauty great and
small, all peace great and small, and whatever other like things may occur, especially such as
are found throughout all things, whether spiritual or corporeal, every measure, every form,
every order both great and small, are from the Lord God. All which good things whoever should
wish to abuse, pays the penalty by divine judgment; but where none of these things shall have
been present at all, no nature will remain.
38. The Eternal Fire as Good
For neither is eternal fire itself, which is to torture the impious, an evil nature, since it has its
measure, its form and its order depraved by no iniquity; but it is an evil torture for the damned,
to whose sins it is due. For neither is yonder light, because it tortures the blear-eyed, an evil
nature.
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